MEETING OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL
FEBRUARY 21, 2024 — MINUTES
7:00PM

* MEETING CALLED TO ORDER - SALUTE TO THE FLAG - MOMENT OF SILENCE
Mayor Slavicek called the meeting to order at 7:05pm. All in
attendance stood for a moment of silence for our armed forces
serving to protect us.

* CALLING OF THE ROLL
Mayor Slavicek

Councilman Karczewski

Councilwoman Bohinski

Councilman Duffy

Councilman Dzingleski

Councilman Reid

Councilman Stasi

Also in attendance was Borough Attorney Joseph Youssouf and Borough Engineer Kevin
Meade.

* OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT

Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided as is required under Chapter 231 Public Law
1975 specifying the time, date, location and to the extent known the agenda by posting a copy
on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building outside of the meeting room and providing a
copy to the Home News Tribune and Sentinel newspapers and by filing a copy in the office of
the Municipal Clerk in accordance with the certification which will be entered in the minutes
of this meeting.

* PUBLIC PORTION

During the Public Portion of any Council Meeting members of the Public may only speak on
topics of concern to the residents of the Borough. Everyone will be given five minutes to
speak as per the Rules to Govern adopted January 3, 2024. During the Public Portion of any
meeting, the members of the Public as well as the Governing Body shall be courteous and
respectful to one another. No comments and/or behavior that are considered disrespectful, ill-



willed or with the intent to harass will be tolerated. If such behavior occurs, then that
individual member of the Public will be asked to sit down and his or her turn to speak will be
over, even if the five minutes is not.

No one from the public spoke.

* ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES — January 17, 2024
MOTION — Councilman Dzingleski SECONDED - Councilman Reid
ROLL CALL: 6-0

* CONSENT AGENDA
Report of Municipal Clerk and Tax Collector for January 2024
RESOLUTIONS:
2024 —
59: Appointment of Registered Municipal Clerk
60: Payment of Bills
61: Authorization for Final Payment of Stair Project
62: Authorization for 2024/2025 Community Development Block Grant
63: Appointment of Interim Tax Collector
64: Appointment of Interim Business Administrator
65: Tax Appeals Authorization

Councilman Karczewski asked for Resolution 2024-61 to be pulled.

MOTION — Councilman Karczewski SECONDED — Counciliman Stasi
ROLL CALL: 6-0

*REPORTS of Mayor, Committees, Business Administrator, Borough Attorney, Borough
Engineer

Mayor Slavicek thanked the DPW for all their hard work during the snowstorms. He will be in
contact with the Chief of Police to go over the no parking ordinances during snowstorms and
make sure they are being enforced. Service and Sweets was a successful event. On Maple Street
there is an Eagle Scout project with a tetherball court, all are welcome to check it out. The
budget is in process. There are many events coming up in March and he hopes to see everyone at
them.

Councilman Dzingleski spoke about the International Women’s Day collection and the
significance of it.

Councilman Reid spoke about snowstorm compliance from residents.
Councilman Karczewski had nothing to report.

Councilman Duffy had nothing to report.



Councilwoman Bohinski spoke about unclaimed funds for the Borough, and possibly doing an
event for Flag Day this year.

Councilman Stasi had nothing to report.

Borough Engineer Meade spoke on the stormwater ordinances and the annual pollution plan.

* ORDINANCE 2024-01 (Second Reading)

Calendar Year 2024 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to
Establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

MOTION — Councilman Dzingleski SECONDED - Councilwoman Bohinski
ROLL CALL: 6-0

* CLOSED SESSION — Resolution pertaining to Matters: Attorney Client Privilege and
Litigation.

MOTION — Councilman Dzingleski SECONDED — Councilman Stasi
ROLL CALL: 6-0

* OPEN SESSION

MOTION — Councilman Duffy SECONDED — Councilwoman Bohinski
ROLL CALL: 6-0

Resolution 2024-66: Temporary Emergency Appropriation #1

MOTION — Councilman Dzingleski SECONDED — Councilman Reid
ROLL CALL: 6-0

* ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by
Councilman Dzingleski and SECONDED by Councilman Karczewski at 8:41pm. All were in
favor.

Melissa Hallerman, RMC
Municipal Clerk



RESOLUTION
#2024-059
APPOINTMENT OF REGISTERED MUNICIPAL CLERK

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing body of the Borough of Helmetta, appoint Municipal Clerk as of

February 21, 2024. 1, Chris Slavicek, Mayor of the Borough of Helmetta, with advice and consent of the
Borough Council, do hereby appoint.

MELISSA HALLERMAN

as REGISTERED MUNICIPAIL CLERK for the Borough of Helmetta.

Motion Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent

Karczewski v -
Bohinski T i
Duffy Cd

Dzingleski v’
Reid 4
Stasi o v

CERTIFICATION

I, Melissa Hallerman, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Helmetta, Middlesex County, New

Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution duly adopted by the
Borough Council at the meeting held on February 21, 2024.

AN

MELISSA HALLERMAN, RMC
Municipal Clerk




RESOLUTION

2024-060
PAYMENT OF BILLS
All bills shall be paid per list.
Motion | Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent
Karczewski v v
Bohinski v
Duffy v
Dzingleski v
Reid v
Stasi e v
CERTIFICATION

I, Melissa Hallerman, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Helmetta, Middlesex County, New

Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution duly adopted by the
Borough Council at the meeting held on February 21, 2024.

A

MELISSA HALLERMAN, RMC
Municipal Clerk
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AUTHORIZATION FOR FINAL PAYMENT STAIR PROJECT

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body does hereby authorize Final Payment
no. 3, for $6,443.01 and in addition, payment Maintenance Bond of $1,479.49 for a total of
$7,922.50 to HM Company for scrvices rendered in the Municipal Building front steps
replacement project.

Motion Second Aye /I{ ay Abstain Absent
Karczewski /
Bohinski /
Duffy 4
Dzingleski L /
Reid -~
Stasi /

/

I, Mclissa Ilallerman, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Ilelmetta, Middlesex County, New
Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution duly adopted by the
Borough Council at the meeting held on February 21, 2024,

CERTIFICATION

MELISSA HALLERMAN, RMC
Municipal Clerk



RESOLUTION
2024-062

RESOLUTION AWARDING 2024/2025 COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG)

WHEREAS, the Borough of IHelmetta has been awarded by the Middlesex County,
Community Development & Social Services of Office of Human Services: Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) an amount of $27,880 for 2024/2025.

WHEREAS The funds will be used to improve the public facilities (bathrooms)
at the municipal building. In addition, will be ADA compliance.

WHEREAS, the Borough and Public Works will work with Center State
Engineering to provide specification for the project.

WHEREAS, the Borough will post in the newspaper a Request for Proposal (RIFP)
for bids for the project.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Helmetta will
approve the commencement to CDBG for the new bathrooms.

Motion Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent
Karczewski / P
Bohinski 7
Duffy T
Dzingleski v,
Reid - v
Stasi l// v’
CERTIFICATION

I, Melissa Hallerman, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Helmetta, Middlesex County,
New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolutjopyduly

adopted by the Borough Council at the meeting heWr}r

MELISSA HALLERMAN
Municipal Clerk




RESOLUTION
#2024 — 063
APPOINTMENT OF INTERIM TAX COLLECTOR

I, Christopher Slavicek, Mayor of the Borough of Helmetta, with advice and consent of the
Borough Council, do hereby appoint.

COLLEEN CASTRONOVA

As INTERIM TAX COLLECTOR for the Borough of Helmetta until the return of Tina

McDermott. Ms. Castronova will start on March 12" and work every Tuesday from 1:30 pm to
4:00 pm at an hourly rate of $46.00.

Motion Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent
Karczewski i v’
Bohinski Vi
Duffy v’
Dzingleski v
Reid LA
Stasi T v
CERTIFICATION

I, Melissa Hallerman, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Helmetta, do hereby certify that the
foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Helmetta at a

meeting held on the / A K

Melissa Hallerman, RMC
Municipal Clerk




RESOLUTION
#2024 - 064
APPOINTMENT OF INTERIM BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR

[, Christopher Slavicek, Mayor of the Borough of Helmetta, with advice and consent of the
Borough Council, do hereby appoint.

MATTHEW CRANE

As INTERIM BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR for the Borough of Helmetta until the position is

filled. Mr. Crane will start on February 11" and will work no more than 8 hours per week, and
receive an hourly rate of $35.00.

Motion Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent
Karczewski s v
Bohinski v
Duffy Vv
Dzingleski v
Reid w
Stasi vV 4
CERTIFICATION

I, Melissa Hallerman, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Helmetta, do hereby certify that the
foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Helmetta at a

meeting held on the /(
%/ 7%‘/'%

Melissa Hallerman
Municipal Clerk




RESOLUTION
#2024 — 065

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TAX ASSESSOR AND BOROUGH
ATTORNEY TO ACT AS AGENTS FOR THE BOROUGH OF HELMETTA
FOR THE PURPOSE OF FILING AND SETTLING TAX APPEALS ON
BEHALF OF THE TAXING DISTRICT FOR THE TAX YEAR 2024

WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor is knowledgeable regarding the valuation and assessment
of properties in the Borough of Helmetta; and

WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor has the statutory responsibility, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:4-

23 to 36 to set assessments for properties in the Borough of Helmetta under the Local Property
Tax, N.J.S.A. 54:4-1 et seq; and

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Taxing District deems the Tax Assessor to be
responsible and acting in the best interests of the municipality.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Helmetta, that the Tax Assessor and Borough Attorney are hereby authorized to act
as agents for the Taxing District without further governing body approval to:

(a) determine when tax appeals, cross appeals, complaints and counterclaims
should be filed on behalf of the Taxing District with regarding to any property
located in the Borough of Helmetta and accordingly direct the attorney for the
Taxing District to file such documents with either the County Tax Board or Tax
Court of New Jersey as deemed appropriate.

(b) resolve and settle tax appeals pending before the County Tax Board, Tax Court
or Appellate Courts for any tax year and authorize the attorney for the Taxing

District to formalize such settlement in the appropriate Courts and/or County Tax
Board.

Motion Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent
Karczewski v’
Bohinski vV

Duffy v
Dzingleski Vv
Reid v
Stasi .7 W

CERTIFICATION
I, Melissa Hallerman, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Helmetta, do hereby certify that the
foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the Borough Council of thz;rough of Helmetta at a
L

meeting held on the //{ /

~ Melissa Hallcrllnan, RMC
Municipal Clerk




RESOLUTION
#2024-66

TEMPORARY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION #1

WHEREAS, an emergency condition has arisen in the 2024 Operating Budgets
with respect to additional cost prior to the adoption of the budget, N.J.S.A 40A:4-20
provides for the creation of an emergency temporary appropriation, and,;

WHEREAS, the total Ilmergency Temporary Resolutions adopted in the year
2024 pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A 40A:4-20 (Chapter 96,P.1.. 1951 as amended)
including this resolution totals $761,675.00 (seven hundred sixty-one thousand six
hundred and seventy-five dollars) and;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I'T RESOLVED, that in accordance with N.J.S.A
40A:4-20:1 An Emergency T'emporary Appropriation be and the same is hereby made
for:

CURRENT FUND

4-01-20-110-020 Mayor & Council OE $1,000.00
4-01-20-110-023 Mayor & Council OE-Website Adm $1,650.00
4-01-20-120-010 Municipal Clerk S&W $12,000.00
4-01-20-120-020 Municipal Clerk OE $3,000.00
4-01-20-701-010 Administrator S&W $12,000.00
4-01-20-701-020 Administrator OB $2,000.00
4-01-20-705-010 Finance S&W $7,500.00
4-01-20-705-021 Iinance OL $7,000.00
4-01-20-705-025 Bank Services Charges $500.00
4-01-20-706-020 Audit Services $5,500.00
4-01-20-708-010 Tax Collection S&W $3,000.00
4-01-20-708-021 Revenue Admin Tax Coll OE $6,000.00
4-01-20-710-010 Tax Asscssor S&W $3,500.00
4-01-20-710-020 Tax Assessor OI $1,000.00
4-01-20-711-020 Iilections $2,000.00
4-01-20-712-020 Legal Services OE $17,000.00
4-01-21-720-010 Planning Board S&W $1,500.00
4-01-21-720-020 Planning Board OL% $1,100.00
4-01-21-721-010 Zoning Officer S&W $2,500.00




4-01-22-725-010 Code Enforcement S&W $1,500.00
_TI—() 1-22-725-010 Code Enforcement OF $1,000.00
4-01-23-730-020 Liability Insurance $11,500.00
_4_-() 1-23-732-020 Worker’s Comp Insurance $11,500.00
4-01-23-733-020 Hcalth Insurance Employce $20,000.00
[ 1-01-25-749-022 Fire OL $13,000.00
4-01-25-749-022 Fire Dept. Communications $4,000.00
T(J 1-25-752-010 IYire Prevention Bureau S&W $2,000.00
4-01-25-752-020 IFire Prevention Burcau OE $1,600.00
4-01-25-757-020 Municipal Prosecutor OE $2,000.00
?IT(I 1-26-315-020 Vehicle Maintenance OE-DPW $4,000.00
4-01-26-315-025 L.casc-Purchasc Vchicles $1,000.00
4-01-26-765-010 Streets & Roads S&W $25,000.00
4-01-26-765-020 Streets & Roads OE $6,000.00
4-01-26-771-010 Recycling S&W $2,500.00
4-01-26-772-020 Buildings & Grounds OF $11,000.00
101-27-788-010 Animal Control S&W $1,500.00
4-01-27-788-020 Animal Control OE $500.00
1-01-28-795-020 Recreation OF $4,000.00
1-01-28-796-020 Parks OE $2,000.00
1-01-28-797-020 Senior Citizens O $2,200.00
| 4-01-31-825-020 lectricity $6,000.00
4-01-31-826-020 Street Lighting $5,000.00
401-31-827-020 Telephone Costs $5,500.00
| 1-01-31-829-020 Natural Gas $5,000.00
:L 01-31-830-020 IFuel Oil Purchase $1,000.00
4-01-31-831-020 Postage $2,000.00
1-01-31-832-020 Copying $2,000.00
1-01-31-833-020 Gasoline $3,500.00
1-01-31-834-020 Office Supplies $1,000.00
4-01-32-837-020 Landfill/Disposal Solid Waste $16,000.00
[ 4-01-36-845-015 Social Sccurity $10,000.00
4-01-42-855-010 Municipal Court S&W $8,000.00
1-01-42-855-020 Municipal Court OE $1,000.00

Interloeal

U -43-746-031

Police Service-Jamesburg

$178,125.00

4-01-43-747-020 Spotswood EMS Services $15,000.00
4-01-43-770-020 Trash Removal $14,000.00
4-01-43-772-020 Woodbridge Animal Control $2,000.00

4-01-43-785-020

Middlesex CO Board of Health

$5,000.00




1-43-786-020 Middlesex CO Recycling Program $10,000.00
] OTAL CURRENT FUND $507,675.00
| \WATER UTILITY FUND
1105-55-500-010 Water S&W $20,000.00
3-55-500-021 Water Operating OE $30,000.00
1015-55-500-025 Purchase of Water $70,000.00
1-05-55-511-024 Social Security System $2,000.00
CTOTAL WATER UTILITY
IFUIND $122,000.00
i FPWERUTILITY FUND
)7-55-500-010 Sewer S&W $20,000.00
1-55-500-02 1 Sewer Operating OF $30,000.00
) ‘;755—5()()—()23 Monroe MUA Charges $80,000.00
1/-55-511-026 Social Sccurity System $2,000.00
TOTAL SEWER UTILITY
FUND $132,000.00

GRANDTOTAL

$761,675.00




Motion Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent
Karczewski /
Bohinski T .
v’
Dully . L
Dzingleski \/ g
Reid B - \/ V4
Stasi l/

CERTIFICATION

I, Melissa ITallerman, Acting Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Helmetta, Middlesex
County, New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution
duly adopted by the Borough Council at the meeting held on February 21, 2024

B

MELISSA HALLERMAN
Municipal Clerk




BOROUGH OF HELMETTA -
1.%}(& -/% @:&ym//

REPORT OF THE TAX COLLECTOR TINA MCDERMOTT

TAX COLLECTOR
MONTH OF: JANUARY
DATED: 2/13/2024
TAXES 2023 14,263.30 DJUSTMENTS
TAXES 2024 226,849.20
TAXES 2026 0.00 disabled disallowed 250,00
INTEREST 317.83
250,00
COSTS FOR TAX SALE
LIEN REDEMPTION
RECORDING FEES CLOSING BALANGES
DUPLICATE CERT DEBIT GREDIT NET
DUPLICATE BILL 2019 0.00 (38,011.10)  (38,011.10) Kaplan
TAX SALE PREMIUMS 2023 0.00 87,236.87 87,236.87
2024  (1,609.54)  2,760,705.84 _ 2,767,096.30
2,816,322.07
TOTAL ~241,450.41 ——
TAX COLLECTORS TRUST Ledger Bal
PRIOR BALANGE 99,588.61  12/31/2023
Waiting for new bank account information
: DEPOSITS Bank Int
"~ 99,588.61
DISBURSMENTS 0.00
0.0

Stalement Balance
BANK BALANCE
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BORCUGH OF HELMETTA

1131124

Cash Recpts
(14,283.30)

adj

101,520.17

87,236.87
87,236.87
87,236.87
87,236.87
87,236.87
87,236.87
87,236.87
87,236.87
87,236.87

0.00

2023
DELINQUENT TAXES AS OF:
DECEMBER
2023
JANUARY 101,620.17
FEBRUARY 87,236.87
MARCH 87,238.87
APRIL 87,236.87
MAY 87,236.87
JUNE 87,236.87
JULY 87,236.87
AUGUST 87,236.87
SEPTEMBER 87,236.87
. OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
BALANCE

87,236.87




ORDINANCE #2024-01

BOROUGH OF HELMETTA
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

CALENDAR YEAR 2024
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO
ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.1 et seq.) provides that in the
preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget up to 2.5% unless
authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to
certain exceptions; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by
ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% as
an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Helmetta in the County of Middlesex finds
it advisable and necessary to increase its CY2024 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final
appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and,

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council hereby determines that a 3.5% increase in the budget
for CY2024 amounting to $40,218.85 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted
by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council hereby determines that any amount authorized
hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final
appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough
of Helmetta, in the County of Middlesex State of New Jersey, a majority of the full authorized membership
of this Governing Body affirmatively concurring, that in the CY2024 budget year, the final appropriations
of the Borough of Helmetta shall, in accordance with this Ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14, be
increased by 3.5%, amounting to $40,218.85 and that the CY2024 municipal budget for the Borough of
Helmetta be approved and adopted in accordance with this Ordinance; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that any amount authorized by this Ordinance that is not
appropriated as part of the final CY2024 budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in
either of the next two succeeding years; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a certified copy of this Ordinance as introduced be filed with
the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within five (5) days of introduction; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a certified copy of this Ordinance upon adoption, with the
recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director of the Division of Local Government Services
within five (5) days after such adoption.



ORDINANCE #2024-01
BOROUGH OF HELMETTA
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Introduced: January 17, 2024
Recorded Vote

Motion made by  gunci)m o0y DU% g‘ﬁ
Second by Cpunciiman  Keid

Roll Call
RECORDED VOTE
AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT
Council President Karczewski v’
Councilwoman Bohinski
Councilman Dufty
Councilman Dzingleski
Councilman Reid
Councilman Stasi

SR e

Adopted on First Reading

Watw 17,2024

Melissa Hallerman, Municipal Clerk

Adopted: February 21,2024

Recorded Vote A g T T
Motion made by Covnc:lmon b/’”(jli sk

Second by (wq(‘\wcmm %Llhn’h\t\

Roll Call

RECORDED VOTE
NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT

>
<
e
77

Council President Karczewski
Councilwoman Bohinski
Councilman Duffy
Councilman Dzingleski
Councilman Reid
Councilman Stasi

TRERRY

Adopted on Second

%bru

Mélissa Hallerman, Municipal Clerk

Approval by the Mayor in this

(B, h«wm,

Chri istopher Slavicel, Mayo
Borough of Helmetta




